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Abstract: Kontsevich and Manin have introduced the moduli spaces of stable maps to
parametrize curves in complex projective manifolds. Cohomological computations on
these moduli spaces have provided solutions to important enumerative problems re-
garding curves. In this talk I will describe a new construction of the Kontsevich-Manin
spaces for rational curves, starting from the simpler example of the Grassmannian of
lines in the projective space. This new construction allows us to understand the struc-
ture of their cohomology rings in a natural, geometric way. This talk is based on joint
work with Andrei Mustata.
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