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Abstract: The social factors which drive voting preferences are often of interest. A
heterogeneous sample of voters from the 1997 Irish presidential election are analysed
using a mixtures-of-experts model which take account of both a voter’s covariates and
their ballot. The Irish electoral system gives rise to a wealth of preference data –
Benter’s model for rank data is thus incorporated to model the ranked nature of the
voting data. Model fitting is conducted using a compound EM/MM algotithm. Results
identify age and government satisfaction levels as influential social factors.


