Surface wind and temperature extremes over Ireland and Britain

Is the climate of Ireland more or less extreme than that of Britain?

· Background study: 

· Key tools and concepts:  synoptic station data, reanalysis dataset, extreme value distributions and their estimation.

· Previous studies relevant to this topic.

· Data analysis:

· Fit extreme value distribution to daily maximum temperature and surface wind speed using ERA40 data from grid cells falling on the British Isles

· Plot 10- and 50-year temperature and wind speed return values

· Repeat using Irish synoptic station data to assess reliability of ERA40 estimates

· Prepare report, including introduction to the problem, review of previous studies, description of datasets and methods, presentation and discussion of data analysis results, conclusions.

· Prepare 10 minute oral presentation summarizing the topic and the work you have done. 

